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Richard Harding Davis
Modest Concerning
Future of the Drama-
tized Novel — Dogs
Cable Hate His Own
Villain?—Plays That
Are Too kong.

F you should drive up to Richard
l Harding Davis and ask him If he

thought the day of the dramatized
novel was deepening into night you'd
expect him to lean gracefully agalnst a
hitching post and reel off at least a
column opinion, wouldn't you?

Here was a beautiful chance A
writer who has had his storles worked
gver into plays and made money out
of both was now to make a running,

jump over the publisher and land
plump on the stage!
Who was more likely to have an

ooinion on the subject than the man
who Is soon to set fellow story writers
an example at the Bijou Theatre?

But Mr. Davis was a surprise and a
disappointment, He wouldn't talk.
That {8, he wouldn't talk much. He
shled at the question as If it was a
Marion whitecap.

“No doubt,” said he, *“something In-
teresting might be sald in that relation,
but I wouldn't think of saying 1t. It
wouldn’t do for me to talk about that.
1 mustn't.”

" And Mr. Davis switched himself with
& light bamboo stick, as though to make
himself behave,

. “Why, not?' he was asked.

“I would be thought presumptuous.'”

Mr. Davis sald this with a Dbitter
smile, like that of a man trying to live
down an undeserved reputation. An
attempt to dissuade him from this view
was unsuccessful,

“Yes, I would,” he persisted, cutting
himuself about the legs agaln. *“It
wouldn't do at all.”

My, Davis gazed intently at the floor.
The bamboo cane ceased its flaggella-
tlon and was poking at scraps of paper.
Obviously he was turning over some-
thing in his mind. Presently the cane
resumed its chastésement, and whipped
out the statement,

“1 will say this: The dramatized novel
would not be in very great danger of de-
eline if It always had Gus Thomas to

Saying which, Mr. Davis gave himself
a good licking and turned to continue,
with Henry Mlller, the rehearsal of four
chalrs and a table,

The table was just an ordinary round,
bare deal table. The chairs were equal-
1y piain. But they evidently represented
articles of furniture which are to be
rather sumptuous in the production of
the nameless play. The table was In the
eentre of the stage, and the chairs set
close against it on the four sides.

There was considerable discussion as
to whether a table is ever set In the
eentra of a room.

*“That's how the centre table got its
same,’’ ventured a young woman, com-
ing out of the shadows.

Mr. Miller frowned. Mr, Davis smiled
{romically, as much as to say he could
think up a better joke than that him-
wolf,

The young lady looked hurt.

“What I want to know [s," sald Mr.
Davis, with great dellberation, ‘'did
anybody ever go into a- place and see
a4 table and four chalrs set like this?"

“Shure, 1 aid," volunieered a stage-

“Where?"' he was asked.

“In & saloon,” was the prompt an-
swer.

“Wel,” ‘remarked Davis, with a
laugh, “If the chairs and table were
as empty as these, that saloon must
have done a pretty poor business.'

“A woman's face is your true ]
woman's only looking-glass.” .
~*“The Cavaller.”

CABLE SNUBS THE VILLAIN,
George W. Cable, who wrote “The
Cavaller,” in which Julla Marlowe Is
punning the gamut from hobo to hero-
ine at the Criterion, naturally belleves
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novel. Mr. Cable is spending thesp
eventful nights *behind the scenes”

watching, with the careful jealousy of
Hall Calne, cvery dethil of the perform-
ances. Curlously enough he appears Lo
live In the atmosphere of the play. He

is said to take such a humorously seri-|

ous views of things that he shuns Frank

Worthing, the villain of the plece, never

deigning to give him a word or a loox,
although ready to chat and fraternize
with other members of the company.

The audlence was quite as rldiculously
absurd Thursday night when It hissed
Worthing with all the scorn and bitter-
ness of Third avenue. The queerest
thing about it was that the hostile
sounds came, for most part,
lower floor of the house.

But Worthing shouldn't take this to
heart. Even the “hissers’ admit he's
the best astor In the plece.

“'m nineteen, Charlie.”

“Are you sure, Mr. Smith, you
haven't got your second figure
upside down?"”

—4The Cavalier."”
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ALK about gathering grapes from thorns and figs from thistles—

T Belasco has made a tragedy end happily!
How's that for magic, messleurs?

Talk about squaring the circle!

And yet, in the popular flabbergastitude stirred up by “The Danling ot
the Gods” as a spectacle, and as a safety valve for Blanche Bates's bolling
vitality, Belasco's most uncanny feat seems to have been overlooked.

He has put a paradox into practise, turned logic topsy-turvy, and fooled
the dictionary.

A real tragedy with a happy-ever-after ending—who but the S{mon
Magus of Forty-second street would have dared to dream such a contrari-
ness? But contrarinesscs are Belasco’s meat and drink.

Talk about changing the leopard’'s spots!

Amerfean audiences don’t like tragedy. It may be sad, but it's a fact.
It may be flying In the face of nine-tenths of real life, but the box-office
must bow beneath the tyranny of the “happy ending.”

THE STAGE AND THE NEXT WORLD.

couldn’t artistically be anything else. What was to be done?

*“We'll lay the lasC scene in Heaven," sald Belasco.

Observe the beautiful simplicity of the idea. All things are righted in
the next world—that's what we all llke to think, and if we only had a
glimpse of Desdemona lolling on a nice, dry cloud, in a becomlng crown,
her fingers wandering over the strings of a galden harp, we wouldn't feel
half so bad over Othello's behavior.

Thanks to Belasco, we don't have to feel bad about Yo San for more
than a minute or two. The sword thrust in that wonderful bamboo grove,
with the great crimson sun blazing behind it, wrings our hearts at the
time, to be sure; but soft! There is a happy land, far, far away, and the
wailing Blanche is necar the end of her thousand-year trip through the
ghastly river of souls. Soft, again! She climbs through the rolling clouds,
and lo! Heaven, and her lover's arms!

Not so bad for a tragedy, eh?

But I do wish Belasco would reverse the process some day with a Madi-
son Square Theatre French farce. What joy to contemplate the gay young
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FUNNY STAGE SOLDIERS.
Aglde from Worthing as Capt, Oliver
“The Cavaller” are

the “soldiers” In
about s far removed from the real
thing a.'is the toy shop from the battle-

fleld. The average actor has a wonderful
conception of the soldler, and the aver-
age stage manager a most unique idea
of military ethics. Between them they
have the alleged soldler forever strut-
ting and saluting, no matter where he 1s
or what the oceasion. 8quads march In
and out of houses and officers give com-
mands loud and sharp enough for the
parade ground. From private to briga-
dler, all seem to feel they must be stift
and strenuous for fear the audienoce may
not belleve they are soldiers, And as for
the general of the stage army, he I8 #0
puffed up with self-importance that he
seems in imminent danger of exploding.
His style of speech reminds one of the
pompous indlvidual of vaudeviile billed
as ‘*‘The Great Something-or-Other,”
who gives Impersonations and utterances
of famous pereonages.

It is about time that a war of exter-
mination was waged against the type
of stage soldier to be found in "The
Cavalier.”

“Love Is only a woman's device :
for wasting time.”
—The Professor's Love Story.”
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AN “ASIDE' FOR BOER EARS.

Tom Beabrooke—an Irishman, and
therefore a natural sympathizer with
the Boers—put an extra line iInto ‘A
Chinese Honeymoon™ on  Thursday
night, when a stage box contained,
among others, Gen. Viljoen, Command-
ant Malan and Fleld Cornet Snyman,
of the former Boer army, and Gen. J.
Y. F, Blake, who led the Irish brigade.

‘““You are sentenced to be fried alive,”
announced the Chinese dignitary to
poor Pineapple.

““Well,” was the answer, ‘you can

4 nnmmu-o.un all you want |

For

T
6 era-House Mme,
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Bingham and her excellent company

T will present A Modern Magdalen,'
und a new romantic opera are on

the theatrical programme for next week,

with all the accessorles of the orlginal
At thea Princess Theatre on Monday

Broadway production.
For the Thursday matinee.at the Gar-
night, Aubrey Boucicault, under the
management of Sam 8. and Lee Shu-
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den Theatre, E. 8. Wijlard will repeat
“Dawvid Garrick.” The coming will be

SUNDAY CONCERTS.

to-morrow evening's concert by
and opera stars at the Metro

Mme. Fritzi Scheff, Mr. Danl and Mr.
Scott] will ba the sololsts,
Sousa and hls band will
the Metropolis Theatre at
o'clock Sunday afternoon,
Casino in the evening,
his band 1
at

ﬁxt.
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